
May 2018 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to a new school year at Montessori Peaks Academy! I hope you all had a wonderful summer and feel 
enthusiastic about the upcoming year! My name is Robin Morrissey and I am excited for my second year in the 
Montessori Peaks Academy community. I am happy to share that Maria Bentancurd will be assisting in our 
classroom this year. We are both excited to have the opportunity to work with you and your children. 

This letter is intended to introduce you to some of the procedures in our classroom. Hopefully it will answer 
many questions. If you have further questions please feel free to contact me at 303-972-2627 or 
robin.morrissey@jeffco.k12.co.us. I look forward to helping your child follow their path for knowledge in all 
areas of development while cultivating their respect and care for themselves, community and the world. 

First Day of School 

The first day of school is Monday August 20th for 3, 4, and 5 year old students new to the school and Tuesday 
August 21st for returning 4 and 5 year old students. You are welcome to walk your child into school on the first 
day but please remember to say a quick goodbye at the classroom door. The beginning of the year usually 
carries a lot of anxiety for children and parents alike. The best way to say goodbye to your child is to instill them 
with great confidence in their own ability. Each child and parent handles this transition in their own way. Keep in 
mind that being nervous at the start of a new school year is developmentally appropriate behavior for young 
children. Confidence and positivity from you will help your child successfully transition into school. 

Drop Off and Pick Up 

In the morning all preschool children are to be walked to the classroom and signed in on the attendance sheet. It 
is required that preschool parents initial and record your child’s arrival and departure from school. 
Kindergarteners are invited to use the carpool line and will be signed in by myself or Ms. Maria. If you arrive 
more than 10min late (after 8:10 AM) please walk to the classroom to sign your child in on the attendance 
sheet. At the end of the day, please arrive no earlier than 2:55pm and no later than 3pm. Preschoolers will be 
dismissed from the classroom and will need to be signed out. Kindergarten students will be dismissed from the 
carpool line. You will be receiving a carpool sign and must predominately display it to help teachers place 
students in the proper car. 

Lunch 

Full day students will need lunch on a daily basis. Help your child pack a lunch that they are able to 
independently take out and put away. We recommend providing a healthy lunch that includes an item from 
each food group. Further please be sure to include the necessary utensils. We do not recommend sweets, sodas, 
or foods packaged in “squeeze” tubes.  Please also be aware that we do not have the space to refrigerate 
lunches or the ability to microwave.  

Snack 

Each child will be assigned one day a month to bring a healthy snack for the entire class. Snacks must be low in 
sugar and healthy. All snacks must be commercial prepared and packaged. We also ask that you provide any 
utensils, napkins or plates needed for the snack. A snack calendar will go home and be posted on our bulletin 
board to inform you of your snack day. If your child has any dietary restrictions, please let me know immediately 
and provide an alternative box of “just in case” snacks. 
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Sharing 

There will be many opportunities for your child to “share” in the classroom. This provides a chance for your child 
to express themselves and gain confidence in front of a group. We ask that all sharing items have some 
educational value. Please remind your child that items from school need to stay at school, and items form home 
need to stay at home. Toys must stay at home. 

Birthdays 

Birthdays are celebrated with a special ceremony in the classroom. Parents are welcome to attend and share 
stories about your child’s life. You may make a poster board with pictures of your child and are also welcome to 
bring a snack to share. Please contact me at least a week before you would like to come in so that I can schedule 
and secure a date and time. 

Medications 

All medications require a doctor’s written permission and must be checked into the clinic by the parent. Please 
do not send any medications, cough drops, lotions, hand sanitizers, or Chap Stick in backpacks or lunches. 

Visitors and Volunteers 

Visitors and volunteers are welcomed and encouraged! If you are interested in helping in our room, I will be 
posting a list of volunteer opportunities on our classroom bulletin board. Arrangements must be made with me 
prior to each visit so that I can plan appropriately. As the children and I acclimate to the new school year, we will 
be postponing the invitation of guests into our classroom until mid-October. 

Communication 

Communication is integral to building a strong bridge between home and school. The children are our focus, and 
as such, I ask you to be aware of appropriate times to communicate. I am not available to answer questions 
during carpool line or during class time. Should any questions or concerns arise, please feel free to leave me a 
note in the communication book by the bulletin board, send an email or leave a voice message. I will respond as 
quickly as I am able but please know that I only check messages before and after school. A Friday folder will be 
sent home weekly which will include important school information, pertinent classroom communications and 
exciting works that your child has accomplished. Communications such as classroom newsletters will be emailed 
so make sure you provide me and MPA with your current email address. 

Back to School Night 

Back to school night will be the week of August 27th. Please look for the exact date and time in the MPA summer 
newsletter. This is an adult only evening. I will provide you with more detailed information including the 
classroom schedule, and a packet of valuable resources and information. 

I look forward to working with you and your student in this upcoming school year! I hope I have answered your 
questions and if you need any further information, please feel free to contact me. Enjoy the rest of you summer 
and I can’t wait to meet each of you! 

With respect, 

Ms. Robin 


